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Synopsis

Terrorists and terrorism have become a major force internationally. Hostage-taking and other acts of
violence for political ends are common all over the globe. This groundbreaking study sheds new
light on the phenomenon of terrorism.This book examines and explains the nature and sources of
terrorists’ beliefs, actions, goals, worldviews, and states of mind. Origins of Terrorism addresses,
with scholarly responsibility as well as necessary urgency, one of the most vexing intellectual and
political challenges of our time.The contributors to this book bring deep learning and experience in
realms that are vital to an understanding of the arenas within which terrorist behavior takes
place-arenas such as ideology, nationalism and religion. The authors explore terrorist behavior in its
troubling richness and diversity, and identify the ways in which it develops, grows and sustains itself.
In addition, they study the mechanisms that enable terrorists to easily carry out violent acts against
innocents, as well as the ways in which leaders of governments respond to terrorist actions and
threats. Finally, they identify the opportunities for future research in the psychology of terrorism as
well as the limits of such researchThis collection, under Reich’s editorship, will help us to
understand terrorism as well as the motivations behind it. Origins of Terrorism, which is being
published simultaneously in hardcover and paperback, is an important study which is bound to

affect the way we look at world politics.
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Customer Reviews

"Pursue[s] the pathology of terrorism through the centuries... A fascinating amount of information."”



(Washington Post)"A disquieting but fascinating book... Strongly recommended." (British Journal of
Psychiatry)"An honest and penetrating effort to explain the role of human psychology in terrorism."
(Canadian Journal of Political Science)"These essays contain an excellent blend of theory with
specific facts and narrative accounts of dealing with terrorism. | don’t know of another book which
has the sweep of this one, the illustrative detail, and the welcome, refreshing recognition that there
is no neat explanation for terrorism. This book will have a major impact on future research." (David

F. Musto, Yale School of Medicine)

The contributions of distinguished historians and theorists of terrorism, as well as eminent
behavioural scientists, are included in this encompassing study of terrorists’ beliefs, actions, goals,

world views and states of mind. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.
| read this book as part of a continuing education class, The various articles discussed aspects of
terrorism that conventional media does not discuss. The history of various middle eastern groups
inclding Jewish groups was well detailed. Highly recommend it for students of terrorism.

This is one of the few scholarly texts | have read that can be easily digested both by experienced
students and by those with no exposure to the related concepts. Should be on the bookshelf of
anyone remotely interested in foreign affairs. Combination of history with basic psychological
underpinnings of terror campaigns makes for a comprehensive, but concise, text.

Incredibly relevant

Great Shipment and Great Product!!

This book is rich not just for the book itself, but for the contributors who analyzed the core reasons,

and probable solutions to terrorism.

Great book!!

Details of how the terrorism network interacts. Informative but not really a great book on terrorism.

More of a textbook.



Horrible book that was required for class. Only opened it once.
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